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PA:  I think with many things in life, there's the negative and there's the positive. Hip hop was 
born out of some negative circumstances but from that has come wonderful, beautiful things that 
have affected entire generations.  Hip hop was formed to unite people, so we focus on that and 
the positivity of it.  And hip hop is something that is slightly more appealing to students then a 
regular poetry 101 course.  It's nice because we can link some of the classics to hip hop as 
well.  One of the things I do in my course; we'll take a look at a poem by Emily Dickinson and 
then we'll compare it side by side with rap lyrics by Tupac.  So students are seeing that 
alliterations, metaphors and similes have been around for a long, long time.  Then I challenge 
them to go home and create lyrics using techniques like metaphors.   
 
AJ:  As a teacher in a school with not a lot of racial diversity, what have you learned about hip 
hop in terms of race and cultural? 
 
PA:  I have found that hip hop definitely unites.  It unites people from all walks of life, different 
class backgrounds as well.  At the beginning of the class, there might be some students who say 
they don't want to rap; those are the same students I find at the end of the class who are leading 
the way on their spoken word and rap CD final project.  That's really amazing to see that 
transformation in some of the students.   
 
AJ:  And do you find that the students who don't have much interaction with other races or 
cultures at home, become more well-rounded after taking your course? 
 
PA:  One of the things that is very unique about my class is that we do partner with Hip Hop on 
L.O.C.K.  So we have a guest MC, a guest DJ, a guest graffiti artist and guest b-boys.  And from 
there, the students really get to see hands on what the elements of hip hop are really like.  And 
the final project is for my students to form their own rap or spoken word CD, so they have to 
come together.  The class is an elective so students 9 through 12 can sign up for it; it's a very 
mixed class.  Often the majority of the students don't know each other and they come from all 
different types of backgrounds, so it's great to see everyone come together.   
 
AJ:  What does it mean for you as a woman of color to take on this task of bringing hip hop to 
the classroom when we tend to think of hip hop as a male dominated industry? 
 
PA:  I knew that it was a bit risky when I decide to do it but I love risks and challenges and so to 
me, I was all for it.  I thought; if I don't do it, then who will?  I thought it was a great idea and 
really current and relevant to my students.  I was so happy that I had the support of my 
department and school and it has really been a success.  There were a couple of people at the 
school who were a little skeptical about it at first but by the time the class was rolling in its first 
year and teachers began to hear the great things that the students were saying {people began to 
take note.}   
 
AJ:  Is there anything else you would like to add? 
 
PA:  I would just say, for teachers, mentors or anyone in that field, don't be afraid to challenge 
yourself and don't be afraid to challenge your students and to go against what might be 
considered the norm.  When it comes to education, there is tradition but you also have to keep in 



mind, what's going to be best for this group of students and what's going to be best for them to 
learn.   
 
 


