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Morning greeting and handshake with Lower
School Director Jill Fetzer is a daily WT ritual.
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Every student stores a pair of sturdy boots at
school for frequent outdoor work ...and play!

Third graders prepare for a Chinese play;
this year, WT introduces Mandarin Chinese.

Wirichester Thurston's award-winning North Hills campus sits on seven acres of rolling farmland with a pond, fields and gardens.

Winchester Thurston:
Nationally Recognized Excellence

in Allison Park
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"Our focus since 1887 has been
preparing students to excel in college and
helping them develop the habits of mind
to succeed in life and to contribute to the
world," explained Jill Fetzer, director of
the North Hills campus. "We are
constantly innovating, adding new
programs and enhancing our curriculum
to provide students with dynamic learning
opportunities that draw out their curiosity
and enthusiasm, and encourage them to
grow to new levels of proficiency."

"WT students leave our campuses with
much more than a strong academic
background," added pre-kindergarten
teacher Marie Forst. ''They leave knowing
how to approach a challenge, how to view
the perspectives of others and how to
assert their own ideas in a positive manner."

Now celebrating its 125th year, WT has
earned a reputation for creating confident,
critical thinkers. Originally established as an
all-girls college preparatory school in
Shadyside, WT is now coeducational and
enrolls approximately 640 students at its
two campuses.

The North Hills campus enrolls
90 students and offers an idyllic learning
environment on seven acres of rolling
farmland, with the site's original
farmhouse serving as a fifth-grade
classroom. The campus also features a
spring-fed pond, athletic field, gardens,
self-sustaining vegetable greenhouse and
nature playground.

"What's really unique about the North
Hills campus is that it is fully integrated into
our curriculum and allows us to extend
learning beyond the classroom," explained
Fetzer. "In science, you'll find our students
at the pond, collecting and analyzing water
samples, or in the woods tracking the
migration of wildlife. In physical education,
you'll see children snowshoeing as part of
a unit on outdoor survival skills."

The challenging curriculum includes
research-based science, art history, and
foreign language study, which begins in
pre-K. In 2011, Mandarin Chinese was
added to the curriculum, which also
features Spanish. WT also has educational
partnerships with many renowned
organizations throughout the area,
including Carnegie Mellon University, the
Andy Warhol Museum and the Audubon
Society. The highly regarded Center for
Young Musicians provides private classical
music training at the North Hills campus.

The faculty at Winchester Thurston is
committed to providing each student with a
dynamic and engaging leaming experience,
and to knowing each child as an individual.
"Our teachers provide differentiated
instruction, meeting each child at his or her

Hannah Balint (I), fifth-grade teacher Brock Perkins, Isaac Capezzuti and Benjamin Harrison work on
a collaborative newspaper project.

own level of ability and taking them further,"
said Fetzer.WT's Academic Enrichment and
Challenge program provides the opportunity
for high ability math and language arts
students to accelerate their learning.

Parents appreciate that their children are
engaged in a well-rounded curriculum while
learning important skills and dispositions like
collaboration, critical thinking and empathy.
'When parents look to Winchester Thurston
for inspiration, they've concluded that they
don't just want a school that will provide the
basics," said Forst. ''They want to find a
school community that will cultivate the
growth of their whole child."

Christian and Jill Helbling's children,
Colin and Celia, are students at Winchester
Thurston. "Winchester Thurston is an
eclectic, nurturing place-with a highly
intelligent vibe-for children focused on
intellectual pursuits," said Christian. "I am
thrilled that our children are in a school
where that's not just appreciated, but
encouraged and nurtured."

While developing students' minds is a
priority, so is developing their characters.
Winchester Thurston's credo, "Think also of
the comfort and the rights of others," guides
everything that happens at the school. "In
early childhood classrooms, this means we
work together to understand the feelings of
others within our class and our school,"
said Forst. "As students move through the
grades, this empathetic outlook is
expanded to include projects of both
service and study outside our grounds."

Fetzer gives the example of a teacher
who helped students understand their
connection to global events. To raise money

for the earthquake and tsunami survivors in
Japan last winter, the children folded 1,700
paper cranes; each crane raised two
dollars. "This active, ethical lesson helped to
teach students about Japanese culture and
history, and helped them understand how
they can make a difference in the world,"
she explained.

WT uses the Responsive Classroom
approach, which integrates academic and
social learning. "Every day, I greet each
student with a handshake," said Fetzer. "We
also encourage and support positive
behavior and learning in the classroom."
Responsive Classroom has been shown to
improve students' academic performance as
well as their positive participation in school.

Graduates of the North Hills campus
have gone on to excel in their middle
school and high school years, and to
attend highly regarded colleges. Blake
Uretsky, who will be attending Cornell
University this fall, said, "When I think
back to my years at the North Hills
campus, I remember going to school
every day with a sense of excitement,
wondering, 'what will happen today?'

"It was different from other schools-
more active, hands-on and engaging," she
added. "And it was caring: a small school
where everyone wanted me to succeed. I
learned to try my hardest no matter the
challenge and never to give up. The
grounding I got at the North Hills campus
was critical to aiming high and realizing
my aspirations."

For more information on Winchester
Thurston, visit www.winchesterthurston.org
or call 412-578-7518 .•
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