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• Basketball’s Best Shots: The Greatest NBA 
Photography of the Century:  Presents more 
than one hundred photos from the NBA  
archives, capturing the magic moments and 
the colorful personalities that have shaped 
professional basketball's history. 

• The Good Fight: How World War II Was 
Won – Ambrose:  A respected historian uses 
vivid photographs, letters, quotes, and clear, 
concise text to describe the major events of 
WWII. 

• Tracking Trash: Flotsam, Jetsam, and the 
Science of Ocean Motion – Burns:  Scien-
tists track trash that has spilled into the ocean 
in the name of science.  The information that 
has been collected is much more than casual 
news; it is important scientific data that can 
help protect our ocean. 

• The Word Snoop – Dubosarsky: Ever heard 
of a mondegreen?  It’s the word for when you 
hear a line from a song incorrectly! The 
Word Snoop introduces readers to many play-
ful and serious aspects of the English lan-
guage. 

• Swimming Upstream: Middle School Poems 
– George: A collection of poems capture the 
feelings and experiences of a girl in middle 
school. 

• Soul Surfer: A True Story of Faith, Family, 
and Fighting to Get Back on the Board – 
Hamilton: Bethany Hamilton, a teenage 
surfer lost her arm in a shark attack off the 
coast of Kauai, Hawaii.  Not even the loss of 
her arm keeps her from returning to surfing, 
the sport she loves. 

• Laughing Out Loud, I Fly: Poems in Eng-
lish and Spanish – Herrera:  A collection of 

poems in Spanish and English about 
childhood, place, and identity.    

• Gutsy Girls: Young Women Who Dare:  
Inspiring first-person stories include  
extreme sports to ground-breaking 
achievements. 

• House of Invention: The Secret Life of 
Everyday Products – Lindsay:  Where 
did Vaseline come from and who came up 
with Muzak? 

• Yoga for Teens:  How to Improve Your 
Fitness, Confidence, Appearance, and 
Health-And Have Fun Doing It! – Luby:  
Detailed color photographs enlighten the 
reader, making this ancient spiritual and 
physical practice accessible.  

• Secret Subway: The Fascinating Tale of 
an Amazing Feat of Engineering – 
Sandler: In 1869 a project began to build 
America’s first air-powered railway be-
neath New York City.  But Boss Tweed, 
powerful politician and notorious crook, 
stood opposed.  Abruptly, the project 
stopped after only 300 feet of tunnel was 
constructed.  What happened  and where 
is it now? 

• Yeah, Yeah, Yeah! The Beatles Beatle-
mania and the Music That Changed the 
World – Spitz:  Superb storytelling show-
ing the Beatles both as musicians and as 
individuals, relates the genesis of some of 
the best-known tunes, such as 
“Yesterday,”, describes life in the studio, 
and imparts appreciation for the Beatles’ 
musical legacy.  

• Unleashed: Poems By Writers’ Dogs:  A 
collection of poems expressing the view-
points of the writers’ dogs and expressing 
canine concerns about food, play, and 
masters. 

 

Subtlety and Reality! —  
Poetry and Nonfiction 

http://lii.org/ 
• A reliable subject directory of useful 

sites reviewed and evaluated by  
librarians.  

 
http://www.ala.org/alsc/newbery.html 
• For a look at current and past Newberry- 

Medal-awarded authors, visit the site of 
the Association for Library Service to 
Children.  

 
http://www.alltheweb.com/?cat=news 
• A strong news site, including interna-

tional events; keep abreast over the  
summer. 

 
http://www.teenreads.com/index.asp 
• Teenreads.com bring teens info and fea-

tures about their favorite authors, books, 
series and characters. It is a part of The 
Book Report Network, a group of web-
sites founded in 1996 that share thought-
ful book reviews, compelling features, in
-depth author profiles and interviews, 
excerpts of new releases, literary games 
and contests, and more with readers 
every week.  

ON THE WEB 



These books must be read before school 
starts on August 27, 2009. 

For Middle School Summer Reading Guiding 
Questions, visit the “Required Summer Read-
ing” posting on the WT Web site: 
www.winchesterthurston.org. 
**Advisory Program note, in addition to 
the titles listed for each class: 
Before leaving for Summer Break,  
students entering grade 6 will receive,  
ON LOAN,  a book to read for Advisory. 
Books are to be returned to language arts 
teachers on August 27, 2009, or the school 
will charge for unreturned copies. An Advi-
sory Program letter outlining the guidelines 
for reading the books will be sent home.  

Required Reading for Seventh Graders Other Suggested Reading for  
Seventh Graders 

Social Studies 

My Brother Sam is Dead – Collier 
 
 

Language Arts 

Choose 1: 
Monster – Myers   
Kira Kira – Kadohata 
The Wednesday Wars – Schmidt 
The Book Thief – Zusak 
 
City of the Beasts – Allende is removed! 

• Whales on Stilts – Anderson: Lily and 
her best friends, Katie and Jasper, must 
foil the plot of her father's conniving boss 
to conquer the world using an army of 
whales. 

• The Boy Who Dared: A Novel Based on 
the True Story of A Hitler Youth – Bar-
toletti.  A German teen in Nazi Germany 
listens to Allied radio stations and is infu-
riated to learn that the Nazis are distorting 
the facts about the war.  He is determined 
to let his fellow Germans know the truth, 
even if it means risking his life.  Based on 
real events. 

• Stand Tall – Bauer: Tree, a six-foot-three
-inch twelve-year-old, copes with his par-
ents’ recent divorce and his failure as an 
athlete by helping his grandfather, a Viet-
nam vet and recent amputee, and Sophie, 
a new girl at school. 

• Story Time – Bloor: George and Kate are 
promised the best education but instead 
face obsessed administrators, endless 
tests, and evil spirits when they are  
transferred to Whittaker Magnet School.  

• The Princess & the Pauper – Brian: 
Julia has never been like the other  
students at her elite high school. Instead 
of worrying about her looks, she is worry-
ing about finding a way to keep a roof 
over her family’s head, and when a  
princess who happens to look exactly like 
Julia offers her $10,000 to switch places 
for one day, Julia thinks she has finally 
found a way to help her family. 

• The Winter People – Bruchac: A four-
teen-year-old member of the Abenaki 
tribe in Canada embarks on a  dangerous 
rescue mission when his mother and two 
younger sisters are captured by the British 
in 1759. 

• Airman – Colfer.  In the late nineteenth 
century, when Conor Boekhart discovers a 
conspiracy to overthrow the king, he is 
branded a traitor, imprisoned, and forced 
to mine for diamonds under brutal condi-
tions while he plans a daring escape from 
Little Saltee prison by way of a flying 
machine that he must design, build, and 
hardest of all, trust to carry him to safety.  

• Waiting for Normal – Connor: Twelve-
year old Addie tries to cope with her 
mother’s erratic behavior and being sepa-
rated from her beloved stepfather and half
-sisters when she and her mother go to 
live in a small trailer by the railroad tracks 
on the outskirts of Schenectady, New 
York. 

• Night Hoops – Deuker:  Two teenage 
boys facing their own family problems 
develop an unlikely friendship through 
playing night basketball. 

• Copper Sun – Draper: Two fifteen-year-
old girls—on a slave and the other an in-
dentured servant—escape their Carolina 
plantation and try to make their way to 
Fort Moses, Florida, a Spanish colony that 
gives sanctuary to slaves. 

• The Graveyard Book – Gaiman:  Nobody 
Owens, or “Bod” is a normal boy except 
that he has been raised by ghosts and 
other denizens of the graveyard.  The 
graveyard is a safe place but nothing has 
prepared Bod for the day the killer “Jack” 
returns to finish the job he started years 
ago. 

• Enna Burning – Hale: Sequel to: The goose 
girl. Enna hopes that her new knowledge of 
how to wield fire will help protect her good 
friend Isi—the Princess Anidori—and all of 
Bayern against their enemies, but the need to 
burn is uncontrollable and puts Enna and her 
loved ones in grave danger.   

• Middle School is Worse than Meatloaf: A 
year Told Through Stuff – Holm: The first 
year of middle school can exciting, or scary; 
just ask Ginny. 

• The Shamer's Daughter – Kaaberbol:  
After her mother, a Shamer, is summoned to 
Dunark for a mission, ten-year-old Dina is 
forced to use her own special powers as she 
is caught up in an adventure of political in-
trigue and survival. 

• No More Dead Dogs – Korman: Eighth-
grade football hero Wallace Wallace is sen-
tenced to detention attending rehearsals of 
the school play where, in spite of himself, he 
becomes wrapped up in the production and 
suggests changes that improve not only the 
play but his life as well. 

• Daughter of Venice – Napoli:  Fourteen-
year-old Donata, disguised as a boy, sneaks 
out of her noble family’s house to roam the 
streets of late sixteenth-century Venice. 

• Lizzy Bright and the Buckminster Boy – 
Schmidt:  In 1911, Turner Buckminster hates 
his new home of  Phippsburg, Maine. Things 
improve when he meets Lizzie, a girl from a  
nearby island founded by former slaves that 
the town fathers want to change into a tourist 
spot.  Turner and Lizzie attempt to save the 
community but may pay a terrible price. 

• Zen and the Art of Faking It – Sonneblick: 
When thirteen-year-old Stan Lee moves to a 
new town and a new school, he is looking for 
a way to stand out when his knowledge of 
Zen Buddhism, gained in previous school, 
provides the answer. 

Imaginations—Fiction 


